wards, with a complement of 20 beds each, have been re-opened, and the new kitchen premises, which include a servants' hall, are already occupied. In connection with these alterations the sum of ?4,500 has, on the architect's certificate, been paid to the contractors on account of the cost of the work, and an expenditure of upwards of ?200 on furnishing has been incurred. Owing to the serious defective condition of one of the structural piers of " Bird Ward," this ward has been temporarily closed; the defect extends to the drying-room of the laundry in the basement, and while the necessary repairs arc being carried out, one of the special wards is being utilised for drying pur The heavy expenditure which has been incurred to meet the cost of the building is telling severely now on our funds.
In order to pay oil the amount which had been borrowed from our bankers and to meet current expenses it has been unanimously agreed by the committee that the stocks to the amount of ?30,000 should be sold, and the approval of the governors to the sale of these stocks by the trustees is now asked. 
